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ORGANIZATION AND DUTIESL 

dfaves Registration Service Authorized August 7, 1917. 

By direction of the President, the organization of a Graves R^s- 
tration Service, Quartermaster Corps, was authorized in G. O. 104, 
War Department, August 7,. 1917. Each unit of this service was to 
have a strength of 2 officers and 50 men. A total of 12 units, con- 
sisting of 24 officers and 600 men, was organized in the United States 
and sent abroad for duty. Five provisional units, consisting of 10 
officers and 250 men, were oi^anized in the A. E. F. This makes an 
authorized total strength of 34 officers and 850 men. 

Originally Intended as Burial Organization. 

It was originally intended to have these units bury the dead on the 
battle field, as well as acquire land for cemeteries and keep records of 
l>urials in and maintain cemeteries acquired. This was later changed. 

Consolidation of G. R. S. and Burial Department, A. E. F. •* 

Owing to delay in recruiting the first units of the Graves Registra- 
tion Service, the A. E. F. was compelled to organize temporarily a 
burial department along lines suggested by British experience. 
G. O. 30, G. H. Q., A. E. F., February 15, 1918, consolidated these 
two oiganizations and gave the name of Graves Registration Service 
to the combined oiganization. 

C^ye Photographic Record Section, A. R. C. consolidated with G. R. S. 

G. O. 30 also consohdated with the Graves Registration Service 
the section of the American Red Cross, which, up to that time, had 
been photographing individual graves and forwarding such photo- 
^aphs to the next of kin. 

Duties of Graves Registration Service. 

G. O. 30, G. H. Q., A. E. F., states that the Graves R^istration 
Service is charged with the following specific duties: 

(a) The acquisition, under law, of land in France or other countries 
for use as cemeteries. 

(6) The location, maintenance, control, and preservation of such 
cemeteries and the marking of graves. 

(c) The r^istration of all graves with data which should be suffi- 
cient for relocation of bodies. 
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4 LOCATION OF GRAVES OF SOLDIERS WHO DIED OVERSEAS. 

{d) The maintenance of a complete system of registration and the 
submission of monthly reports of burials. 

(e) The employment of such clerical assistance and civilian labor 
as may be authorized by proper authority. 

(/) The general .supervision of such officers and soldiers as may be 
assigned to the work of identification and registry by proper authority 
and obtaining general suppHes for the same. 

Grares Registratioii Seiriee Does Not Bury the Dead. 

The plan to have the Graves Registration Service bury the dead 
was changed by a decision of the commander in chief, A. E. F., 
December 30, 1917, to the effect that: ''The dead must necessarily be 
buried by units themselves. These units perform this duty as tribute 
to their dead." 

Responsibility for Burials Lay witli Troops. 

By reason of this decision, Bulletin 41, G. H. Q., A. E. F., Jime 24, 
1918, directed the appointment of division and corps burial officers 
to care for the burial of the dead, and also directed that burial officers 
and chaplains should coordinate their work with that of Graves 
Registration Service units operating in their sectors. 

Searcfaing for Graves, 

Army relations require that commanding generals set aside near 
every Rattle field a suitable spot for the interment of the dead. 
Although this was done in France, there were times when a single 
body had to be buried alone in some unfrequented spot. It was in 
the location and identification of these isolated graves, and in most 
cases the removal of these bodies to some near-by cemetery, that the 
hardest work of the Graves Registration Service lay. 

CONCENTRATION AND REMOVAL OF BODIES. 

Concentratioii Started After the Armistice. 

Upon the cessation of hostilities, the Graves Registration Service 
undertook the concentration of all bodies into as few cemeteries as 
possible. This work has reduced the number of burial places for 
American dead from approximately 1,700 to 593. Entire cemeteries 
which, in the stress of battle, had been poorly located, were moved, 
and all isolated grave* opened and the bodies removed to concen- 
tration cemeteries. It is estimated that there were 15,000 of these 
isolated graves. 

75,636 Gmves Registered to December 1, 1919. 

To December 1,1919, the Graves Registration Service had registered 
75,636 graves, distributed over 8 countries of Europe. In addition, 
a number of graves of American dead buried in 3 cemeteries in 
Austria-Hungary have been located, but not registered. Following 
is a sununary of the registration work: 
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LOCATION OF GRAVES OF SOLDIERS WHO DIED OVERSEAS. 



Graves registered in Ewropej hy countries. 



Country. 



France: 

Z<me of the armies. . . 

Zone of the iaterlor. . . 

British Isles 

Germany 

Belgiam 

Luxemburg 

North Russia, Archangel. 

Ital: 

S 



taiy. 
pain. 



Total. 




Percent 
oftotaL 



70.13 

23.15 

3.88 

i.eo 

1.34 
.20 
.16 
.10 



• ■•'••««••« 



100.00 



Total number of deaths, including 382 lost at sea, Dec. 1, 1919 80, 322 

Total number of graves registered by Graves Registration Service 75, 636 

Policy of United States Regarding Removal of Bodies. 

The United States Government has adopted the poUcy that, pro- 
vided it is requested by the next of kin, the body of a deceased 
soldier will be returned to the United States. The French Grovem- 
ment, however, has ruled that for the present no bodies may be 
removed from the zone of the Armies, see map, opposite page 6. 
There are no other restrictions, and the return of bodies from ceme- 
teries outside the zone of the Armies can begin immediately. 

All bodies of American soldiers buried in Germany and Luxem- 
burg are to be removed, whether or not such action is requested. If 
so desired by the next of kin, these bodies will be sent back to the 
United Stat^; if not, they will be reinterred in cemeteries in France. 

43,909 Requests for Retain of Bodies. 

In pursuance of this policy The Adjutant General's Office sent out 
cards to the next of kin requesting their desires as to the disposal 
of bodies of the deceased. There were. 74,770 cards sent out and 
63,708 answeVs received. 



tlttssification of requests. 



Requests for return to United States 

Requests for retention In Europe 

Requests for reburials in other countries than united States 

Total replies 



Number. 



43,909 

19,499 

300 



63,708 



Percent 
of total. 



68.92 

30.61 

.47 



100.00 



Scope of Registration Wotk. 

Figures for the number of burials include graves of marines 
attached to the Army, and other personnel. 



XX)GATIOH OF GRAVES OF SOLDIEBS WHO DIED OVEBSBAS. 

AMBKICAN CEICSTEBIES IN FBANCB. 



City or village. 



Pepartment. 



Number 
burials. 



AUwey 

Aooimont 

Aneyle Franc. 



Bansevao Plain. 

BaioOieB 

Beaone 

Belleaa Woods... 

BoDvfflen 

Bony. 



B oorbo nnes lea Bains. 

gourmoDt 
riseanx 

Carbon-Blame 

Cbateanroax 

Cbateaavfllain 

Cbatelguyon 

CbatOiODsiir Seine. .. . 
Cbatrioes Daocoort.... 

Chaumont 

Cbayannea les Grands . 

Clermont Ferrand 

Cosne 



Contrezeville. 

Crosmare 

Dax. 



Emsves 

FiiviTies.. 

FrapeUe 

FroMoei 

Gelacoort 

OieTres 

Oondreoourt... 

Oroflsouvre 

OnweiUieim 

uenooun 

Do 

iMur-TUle 

Issoudun 

Jony sor Morin. 

Jnvigny 

LaConmeau.... 
LaCoortine.... 
LaCMiche 



LambeteUec 

Lanfl«8 

La^albonne 

LaValdahon 

LeMans 

Do 

LetanneSedan 

Liboume 

Limoges 

Mariny en Orxois 

Martignas 

Menesterol Ifontignac , 

Menllla Tour 

Meilgnac 

Meuoon 

Montigny Leroi 

liooroux 

Nantes 

Neufchateau 

Neren 

Noyens 

Orval 

Perigueux 

Ploisy 

Pontenxles Forges 

Prauthoy 

Rampont 

Reteookerhuonle 

Revig^y 

Riauoourt 

Romagnesous Montfouoon. 

Rolampont 

Romorantin 

Savenay 

flemun. 



Saoneet Loire 

Mease 

Yonne 

Maine et Loire 

Meurtheet Moselle. 

Vosges 

Coted'Or 



■ 



Otoe 

Aisne 

Haute Mame 

do 

Mouse 

Oironde 

Indre 

HaoteMame 

PnydeDome 

Cofod'Or 

Mame 

Haute Mame... .'. . . . 
Territoire de Belfort. 

Fas de Calais 

Nievre 

Vosges 

Mecfftlieet Moselle. . 

Landes 

Nievre 

Mame 

Vosges 

Meuse 

Meurtbeet Ifosdle. . 

Loire etcher 

Meuse 

Cher. 



Alsace 

Haute Baooe 

do 

Coted'Or 

Indre 

Seine et Mame 

Aisne 

Oironde 

Creuse 

Haute Mame 

Coted'Or 

Finistere 

Haute Mame 

do 

Aisne 

Doubes 

Sarthe 

do 

Ardennes 

Oironde 

Haute Vienne 

Aisne 

Oironde 

Dordogne 

Meurtbeet Moselle. 

Oironde 

Morblhan 

Haute Mame 

Seine 

Loire Inferieure 

Vosges 

Nievre 

Loire et Cher 

Cher 

Dordogne 

Aisne 

Landes 

Haute Mame 

Meuse 

Finistere 

Meuse 

Haute Mame 

Meuse 

Haute Mame 

Loire et Cher 

Loire Inferieure 

Coted'Or 



40& 

93^ 

49' 

334 

41 

<»& 

730 

2,045^ 

9f» 

1,7M' 

11 

16- 

23» 

2X» 

184 

» 

57 

n 

196- 
54a 

44 
239 

32 
226' 

31 

2 

720 

1,712 

2a 
340 

6T 
25» 
12& 

18- 

<^ 

34a 

10 
225 
170 

50 
411 

87 

84 
S 

64 

1,740 

172 

16$ 

230 

9& 

760 

774 

165> 

234 

1 

162 

160 

225 

407 

90 

51 

205> 

312 

140 

48& 

56a 

25 

40 

1,954 

S 

107 

20 

220 

100 

334 

23,061 

72 

60 

384 

112 



i French and American military cemetery. 
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LOCATION OF GRAVES OF SOLDIERS WHO DIED OVERSEAS. 
AMERICAN CBICETERIES IN FRANCE— CoQtIxiued. 



City or Tillage. 



Senonoourt 

SeringesetNesles 

Sodufy 

Soathes mes la Grande . 

Suresnes 

St. Amandmoostrond ^.' 

St. Florent sur Cher 

St. Halo de Beignon 

SUHajdemt 

St. Menehould 

St.Naiaire 

St. Symphorien 

TiJanoe...*.. 

Thiaaoourt 

Toimerre....4 

Toul 

Vaubeoourt 

Vaax sur Somme 

Vemeuil 

Versaillea 

Vichy les Baines 

Vimot 

Viilers Faaoon Stemflie. 

Villers ToumeDe 

Vitre; 
Vltte! 



I 



Total. 



Department. 



Mease 

Aiaie 

Meoae 

do 

Seine 

Cher 

do 

Morl^han 

Deux Sevres 

Mame 

Loire Infeiieure 

Indreet Loire 

Oironde 

Meurtheet Moselle. 

Yonne 

Meurtheet Moselle. 

Meuse 

Somme 

Nievre 

SeintetOise 

Bouchesdu Rhone. 

Meuse 

Somme 

.....do 

Haute Saone 

Vofiges 



Number 
burials. 



387 

3,192 

603 

les 

1,001 

14 

100 

180 

3 

198 

1,196 

274 

665 

4,233 

45 

483 

270 

230 

31 

4 

196 

62 

lOB 

545 

12 

266 



61,490 



AMERICANS BURIED IN FRENCH MILITARY CEMETERIES. 



Ambbdnoourt — 

Anoerriller 

Ardssur Aube... 
AsnieressurOise. 
Auve 



Baccarat 

Badanviller 

BaUersdorf 

Bar le Due 

Bathelemoot les Beauzemont . 

BanlUes 

Beaune 

BeUort 

Benamenll 

Bessoncourt 

Beuthwiller 

Bonnet 

Bourbomaes les Badns 

BruviUe 



Bussang. 

C^mesEcluse 

Chateau Thierry 

Chaumont 

Cempuis 

Chalons sur Mame . . . 

Chantilly 

Commercy 

Couroelles Espayelles. 

Crepy en Valois 

Creusot 

Cievecoeur le Grand. . 

Dannenutfie 

Epinal 

Frapelle 

Gerardmer 

GildwUler sur Mont . . 
Ham. 



Hirtsbach 

Kmth 

LaChapelle 

LaCheppe 

La Croix aux Mines .. . 
La Ferteaous Jouarre. 
LaTeuTe 



y en Barrois. 
'bach 



Meuse 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 

Aube 

Seine etOise 

Mame ;.. 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 

do 

Alsace 

Meuse 

Meurtheet Moselle. . 

Vos^es 

CoteD'Or 

TerritoiredeBelfort, 
Meurthe et Moselle. . 
TerritoiiB de Bellort . 

Alsace 

Meuse 

Haute Mame 

Meurthe et Moselle . . 

Vosges 

Seine et Mame 

Aisne 

EbuteMame 

Oise 

BCame 

Oise 

Meuse 

Oise 

do 

Saone et Loire 

Oise 

Alsace \ 

Vosges 

do 

do 

Alsace 

Somme 

Alsace 

Haute Alsace 

Territoire de Belfort . 

Ifome 

Vosges 

Seine et Mame 

Mame 



Meuse. 
Alsace. 



68 

6 

2 

7 

57 

168 

14 

15 

66 

12 

63 

2 

70 

1 

2 

31 

1 

4 

1 

15 

5 

125 

20 

33 

21 

6 

212 

1 

44 

1 

18 
1 
3 
3 
78 
1 
2 
1 

37 

13 

106 

2 

417 

57 

8 

4 

2 



1 American and French. 
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LOCATION OF GRAVES OF SOLDIERS WHO DIED OVERSEAS. 



AMERICANS BURIED IN FRENCH MILITARY CEMETERIES— Continued. 



City or villaga. 



MaillvleCunp 

Martigny les Bains 

Merigny 

Mertsen 

Mets 

Mittlach 

MonUgny 

Montsur Meurtiie^ 

Moosch 

Morvillan 

Do 

Motmeninoatier 

Moyenmoutier 

Moyenville. 

Nanffis 

Neiuchateaa 

Neuvilleles Vauoouleurs. 

Ognon 1. 

Osches 

Petitmont 

Rambervlllers ■ 

RaonTEtape 

Rochefortsur Mer 

Romagnv 

Rovilie devant Bayon. . . 

Revigny 

Senlis 

Senonoourt 

Senones 

Senones 

Sery Magneval 

Soppelbas 

Saint Andre 

Saint Jean de Monts 

Saint Jean d'Onnont . . . 
Saint Marie aux Mines. . 
Saint Nicholas du Port. . 

Saint Disier 

Taillanoourt 

Trabacheleaut 

Troyes 

Vaoqueville 

Verdun sur Mouse 



Department. 



Total. 



Aube. 

Voages 

Auba. 

AJsaoe 

Lorraine 

Alsaoe 

Meurthe et MoseUe. . 

do 

Alsaoe 

Territdre de B^lvt. 

.....do 

Vosges 

Somme 

Seine etMame 

Vosges 

Meuse 

Oise. 

Meuse. 

Heurthe et Moselle. . 

Vosffes 

Vosne. 

Cbarente Inferieure. . 

Alsaoe. 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 

Meuse. 

Oise 

Meuse 

Vosges 

*Oise...V.*.'.!!!ii!li".*. 

Alsaoe 

Aube 

Vendee 

Vosges 

Alsaoe 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 

Haute Mame 

Meuse 

Alsace 

Aube 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 
Meuse 



Number 
burials. 



115 
1 
3 

12 
6 

29 

19 

2 

17 

10 

4 

9 

8 

1 

10 

52 

1 

23 

40 

1 

3 

90 

8 

19 

1 

533 

10 

36 

5 

2 

89 

8 

1 

28 

2 

2 

2 

65 

1 

57 

35 

12 

491 



3,688 



AMERICAN BURIALS IN FRENCH CIVILIAN CEMETERIES. 



AliseSaint-Reine 

Amiens 

Ancy le Franc 

Arc en Barrois 

Arthonnay 

Aubeinerre 

A vi^^on 

Bar sur Aube 

Beaumont sur Oise. . . 

Bertrichamps 

Bezu le Ouery 

Boui^es 

Bricon 

Brinon sur Sauldre . . . 
Brienne le Chateau . . 

Cadaujac 

Chalaines 

Chambryi 

Chaux 

Qrey sur Vesouze 

Couroelles sur Aire. . . 
Coulevant le Chateau . 

Couvignon 

Cravant 

Crepey 

Cr^ancy. 

Damelevieres 

Dampierre sur Salon . 

Damremont 

Dijon 



Coted'Or 

Sonune 

Yonne 

Haute Mame 

Yonne 

Haute Mame 

Vauduse 

Aube 

Seine et Oise 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 

Aisne 

Cher 

Haute Mame 

Cher 

Aube 

Oironde 

Meuse. 

Aisne 

Territoire de Belfort . 
Meurthe et Moselle. . 

Meuse 

Haute Mame 

Aube 

Yonne 

Meurthe et MoseUe . . 

Aisne 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 

Haute Saone 

Haute Mame 

Coted'Or 



1 

121 

5 

3 

1 
1 
1 

110 

1 

2 
52 

I 
1 
8 
1 
2 

31 
1 

25 
1 
1 
1 
9 
1 

48 

1 

1 

1 

871 



1 French and German Cemetery. 



liOCATION OF GRAVES OF SOLDIERS WHO DIED OVERSEAS. 
AMERICANS BURIED IN FRENCH CIVILIAN CEMETERIES-JContinued. 



City or village. 



Dbnjevta 

Edaron 

Essey les Nancy 

Favieres 

Oien 

Gondreooart.... 

Hurbache 

Hyeres 

Jomvilleen Vallage 

Julveoourt 

Keully 

Labaffe ■ 

Labourgoaoe 

Laferte sur Amanoe. 

Xiaanath , 

liamaloules Bains 

lA RocheUe. 

Laval 

lAvinoourt 

Lebuquiere 

LisLeadam 

Lislenrigault 

Lyon 

lieaux 

l^oncourt 

Menton Trabuquet 

Mertnid , 

Mdyen 

Mdyenmoatier 

Nantle Grand , 

Nevers 

Nice Caucade 

Orange , 

Orges , 

Fagny la Blanche Cote. . 

Pierrel la Trieche , 

Pontigny 

Ponex , 

Foogoes-les-Eanx 

Pfovencheres snr Fave. . 

Quibenm 

Raonsur Piaine 

Recy sur Ource 

Rennepont 

Ris 

Roffey 

Rdmuly sur Seine 

Sanlzures les Vannes . . . . . 

Saiunur 

Sehrnr 

Sery Magneval 

Sezanne * 

Soolacourt ., 

Snltzeren 

Saint Die 

Saint Florentine 

Saint Hilaire 

Saint Jnlien da B&alt 

Saint Trojan les Bains... 

Saint Paul 

Saint Raphael . , . . « 

Saint Thiebault 

Thouars 

Treveray 

Vacon 

VImlav 

Vaux la Petite. 

Velaines 

Veigigny * 

Verpillieres 

Vertus «...». 

Vesaignes sous Lafouche . 

VilliersVineaoz 

Vittel 

Viviers 



Department. 



Meurthe et Moselle . 

Haute Mame 

Meurthe et MoseUe . 

do :. 

Loriet 

Meuse 



Var. 

Haute Mame 

Meuae 

Meurtheet Moselle. . 

Vosges 

do 

Haute MArne 

Meurthe et Moselle <, 

Herault 

Charente Inferieure, 

Mayenne 

Meuse 

Pas de Calais 

Seine et Oise... 

Meuse 

Rhcme 

Seine et Mame 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 

Alpes Maritimes 

Haute Mame 

Meurthe et Moselle. . 



Total. 



Meuse 

Nievre 

Alpes Maritimes 

Vauduse 

Haute Mame 

Meuse 

Meurthe et Moselle. 

Yonne 

Vosges 

Nievre 

Vosees 

Morbihan 

Vosges 

Coted'Or 

Haute Mame 

Seine et Oise 

Yonne 

Aube 

Meurthe et Moselle. 

Maine et Loire 

Coted'Or 

Oise 

Mame 

Haute Mame... 

Alsaoe 

Vosges. 

Yonne 

Aube 

Ywrne 

Charente Inferieure. 

Vosges 

Var 

Haute Mame 

Deux Sevres 

Meuse 

do 

Aube 

Meuse 

do 

Yonne 

Aube 

Mame 

Haute Mame 

Yomie...! 

Vosges 

Aube 



Number 
burials. 



12 
4 
1 
1 
4 

47 
1 

12 
7 

18 
1 
1 
7 
1 
1 
2 
126 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 

35 

37 
1 
4 
1 
9 

* 1 

1 

132 

31 
1 
1 
2 

22 

14 
1 
1 
3 
5 
3 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

19 

18 

11 
9 
2 

34 

65 
8 
3 
1 

11 
1 
2 
9 
3 
5 
1 
1 
2 
1 
5 
1 

14 
1 
1 

21 
1 

1,637 
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American bitriah in France by departments. 



Departnifint. 



OXTTSIDB ZONE OF ABMIXS. 

Alllere 

Alpes Muittmes 

Aube 

Basses Pyrenees 

Bouches da Rhone 

Galvados 

Charente 

Gharente Inferieure 

Cher 

Coted'Or 

Creuve 

Deux Sevres 

Dord<^pae 

Donbes 

Eure et Loire 

Ffnistere 

Gard 

Oironde 

Haute Garonne 

Haute Mame 

Haute Pyrenees 

Haute Saone 

Haute Vienne 

Hlrault 

Indre 

Indre et Loire 

Isere 

Landes 

Loire et Cher 

Loire Inferieure 

Loiret 

Maine et Loire 

Manche 

Mayenne 

Morbihan 

Nie vre 

Ome 

Puy de Dome 

Rhone 



Number 
of burials. 



2 

40 

284 

7 

207 

27 

32 

163 

306 

1,102 

84 

10 

216 

230 

2 

2,e02 

4 

1,772 

6 

1,660 

383 
235 
2 
354 
276 
8 

10 

1,066 

1,913 

4 

353 

42 

20 

291 

1,412 

15 

69 

36 



Department. 



OUTSIDE ZONE OF ARMIES— €Ontd. 

Saone et Loire 

Sarthe 

Savoie 

Seine etOise 

Seine e t Mame 

Seine Inferieure 

Var 

Vauduse 

Vendee 

Vienne 

Yonne , 

Total 

INSIDE ZONE OP ABMIBS. 

Alsaoe 

Aiane 

Ardennes 

Lorraine 

Mame 

Meurthe et Moselle 

Meuse 

Nord 

Oise 

Pas de Calais 

Seine 

Seine et Mame 

Somme 

Territoirede Belfort 

» 

Total 

Total Inside zone of armies 

Total outside zone of armies 

Grand total in France 



Number 
of burials. 



446 

861 
59 
44 
20 

515 

14 

2 

.28 
27 

154 



17,506 



341 

10,246 

774 

5 

2,370 

5,435 

26,971 

510 

729 

. 399 

1,011 

760 

1,433 

169 

1,893 



53,046 



53,046 
17,506 



70,552 



Am£ricans buried in cemeteries in British Isles. 



County. 



ENGLAND. 

Bedford 

Berkshire 

Bucldnghamshire 

Cambridgeshire 

Cheshire 

Derby 

Dorset 

Devon 

Bssex 

Gloucestershire 

Htunpshire 

Hertfordshire 

Kent 

Lancashire 

Lincolnshire 

Middlesex 

Norfolk 

Nottinghamshire 

Oxford. 

Shropshire 

Sommerset 

Surrey 

Sussex 

Warwick 

Wiltshire 

Worcester 

Yorkshire 

Total 



Number 
ofburiab. 



1 

4 
4 
1 
1 
1 
4 
101 
1 
5 
576 
3 

36 
815 

28 
3 
9 
1 
6 
4 
9 
133 
3 

16 

28 
3 

16 



1,812 



County. 



SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen 

Argylshire 

Ayrshire 

Bute 

Forfar 

Inverness 

Lanark 

Total 

IRELAND. 

Antrim 

Dublin 

Wexford 

Total..... 

WALES. 

Merioneth 

Grand total British Isles 



Number 
of burials. 



1 

538 

24 

1 

2 

1 

113 



680 



21 

4 
1 



26 



2,519 



